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Abstract

When an annual open-data file gains a field, does its machine-readable catalog metadata expose that change in a
structured form? This study anonymously retrieved JSON metadata from Taiwan's Government Data Open
Platform on 7 August 2026 and audited the National Police Agency's annual road-crash datasets for ROC years
111-114 (2022-2025). Only allow-listed metadata derivatives, set differences, and SHA-256 hashes of the
complete responses are retained. The release does not download the ZIP distributions or retain case-level crash
records, locations, addresses, contact details, precise coordinates, or named platform values.

The free-text description enumerates 51, 51, 51, and 52 domain fields across the four annual records. The
2022-2024 field sets are identical; the 2025 set adds one field, yielding a Jaccard similarity of 51/52, or 98.08%,
against 2024. In contrast, each annual record exposes only five generic names in distribution.resourceField. This
52-to-5 contrast is not a quality score and does not establish an error in the ZIP. A plausible alternative is that the
ZIP is a manifest whose embedded schema describes the underlying files. As a counterexample, the Ministry of
Transportation and Communications' 2023 30-day road-fatality CSV lists nine domain-specific names in
resourceField.

The supported finding is therefore narrow: two catalog-level representations are asymmetric, and the annual
addition is directly visible only in free text. The study does not assess crash-data accuracy, road-safety
performance, institutional performance, geographic risk, or causal policy effects. Version 1.1 is a public working
paper, has not undergone external peer review, and is identified by DOI 10.5281/zenodo.21830987.
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