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Abstract

Generative search expands website visibility from ranked blue links to retrieval, synthesis, citation, and referral within generated
answers. Yet commercial discussions of 'Al SEQ' often conflate undisclosed ranking mechanisms with crawler controls, structured
data, and content design. This study combines an official-guideline synthesis with a reproducible technical audit of ten public
research pages in the Shanghaowei Research Working Paper Series. Twenty-six binary indicators cover four layers: discoverability
(6), Al crawler access (3), textual and structural readability (6), and source citability (11). In the initial audit on 14 July 2026, 255 of
260 page-indicator observations passed (98.1%); five pages did not simultaneously expose datePublished and dateModified in
JSON-LD. After datePublished was added on 15 July, a verification audit found 260 of 260 observations passing (100%), with all
four layers reaching 100%. This before-and-after difference documents a technical remediation, not a search-ranking, Al-citation,
traffic, or causal effect. The findings support a layered interpretation: Al-search readiness begins with conventional SEO access
and indexability, then extends to entity identification, evidence structure, verifiability, and citability. The audit does not observe
actual answer inclusion, citation positions, rankings, clicks, or conversions; therefore, its readiness scores are not visibility
guarantees or causal estimates.
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