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Abstract

This working paper develops a repeatable, multi-source market monitor for packaged rice offered through publicly
accessible retail pages in Taiwan. Inclusion requires an explicit Grade 1 or Grade 2 CNS label in a product title,
specification, retailer statement, or readable package text. The first supply snapshot, retrieved on 30 July 2026,
contains 39 offer observations from 17 observed sources and 35 research product identifiers. After excluding sold-out
or temporarily unavailable offers, 37 offers representing 33 unique products remain eligible for descriptive analysis.
The corpus contains 37 white-rice observations and two brown-rice observations, one of which was available. White
rice is discussed in relation to CNS 2425, whereas brown rice belongs to the scope of CNS 2424; the paper does not
treat both rice forms as if they were governed by the same specification.

At the offer level, 23 eligible Grade 1 observations have a mean posted price of NT$109.4 per kilogram, a median of
NT$100.0, and a range from NT$63.9 to NT$224.5. Fourteen eligible Grade 2 observations have a mean of NT$110.2, a
median of NT$95.6, and a range from NT$50.0 to NT$190.0. After collapsing matched offers to research product
identifiers, the median is NT$111.6 per kilogram for Grade 1 and NT$95.6 for Grade 2. These overlapping distributions
do not identify a causal grade premium. Package size, rice form, organic status, origin, variety, brand, channel, and
promotional design are jointly confounded in this convenience source frame.

Only one product was unambiguously matched across three channels. Its ordinary public promotional price was
NT$219 on PChome and momo and NT$208 on Coupang. A separate NTS$124 first-purchase price displayed by
Coupang was retained as a conditional price but excluded from the ordinary public-price comparison. The example
demonstrates why list prices, ordinary promotions, membership prices, first-purchase offers, shipping, and stock
status must be stored separately. The paper therefore proposes a 12-week fixed-source, fixed-time, append-only
repeated cross-sectional protocol with product-level matching, source governance, and quality gates. The findings
describe observable labels and posted supply at a specified retrieval time. They do not verify batch-level conformity
with CNS, estimate nationwide transaction prices or sales, rank products, or establish that one grade causes a stable
price premium.

Keywords: CNS 2424; CNS 2425; packaged rice; Grade 1; Grade 2; unit price; retail channels; promotion; repeated
cross-section; market monitoring
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